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Primary EP teachers visit Rama Il Campus

On Wednesday 13" July, 2011, the Primary School English Program teachers visited the new Assumption College Rama I

Campus. In the morning the teachers participated in a seminar which gave them a Thai cultural perspective on Identify,

Assessing and Assisting Students with Learning Difficulties.

During the afternoon, the school’s Director, Brother Anant Prichavudhi joined the EP teachers and led them on a tour of the

new Ave Maria Building which is currently under construction and will be the new home of the Primary Year’s English Program

in the future.

W
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Grade 4 EPE to Siam Ocean World and Madame Tussauds

On Monday 25" July, 2011, Grade 4 EP classes visited Siam Ocean World and Madame Tussauds
for their annual English Program Excursions (EPE). This EPE was an integrated English/Science
learning activity.

The students and their teachers had a great day and enjoyed many activities at both places.

Following their EPE, the Grade 4 students had to write an Information Report and do an Oral



A Successful Math Competition for EP-M. 4

On Monday 25" July, 2011, the Mathematics Department
held a Math competition for our EP-M. 4 students. We had 7
teams of 3 students each participating in the competition.
The students answered a lot of challenging and fun Math
questions prepared by Mr. Jonathan and Mr. Andrew.
The students did a great job, and the wining team won by just
one point! Students and teachers had a wonderful time at the

competition.

The First Place Team:

Mr. Nontapat Thongplengsri EP-M. 4/1
Mr. Worrawich Suppiumlarp EP-M. 4/1
Mr. Tanachot Suksawat EP-M. 4/1

EP-M. 1 Scouts Participate in CPR Training

Assumption College recently received a kind offer of
collaboration from Lerdsin Hospital, to assign nurses

to teach us the fundamentals of cardiopulmonary

resuscitation (CPR). The event took place on the 3 floor

in the Digital Library conference room last Thursday 29"
July, 2011. We divided the CPR knowledge into 2 stages:
CPR in regard to chest compressions and resuscitation;
and the fundamentals of first aid.

The objectives of this training were to let the
students learn the correct method of performing CPR in
an emergency situation, and also to accumulate life skills

for their own future benefit. We are certain that our scouts

have learned some important life skills that they could

apply to their ordinary life routines in the future.
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EP Student Joins the National Team and Brings Home the Championship

Another great result for Assumption College was achieved by emphasizing the strong reputation of our country and our
school. Mr. Thawin Mahajindawongse, an EP student in charge of the Thai national team, beat national teams from 11 other
countries and successfully secured a championship in the AFC U13 Football Festival 2011 in Sabah, Malaysia, which took
place from the 2™ to the 6" of June 2011.

Results, round by round - The Thai national team triumphed over Malaysia (1-0), Indonesia (1-0) and the Philippines
(4-0), and also drew with Indonesia (0-0) and Laos (1-1). Further emphasizing their power, they beat Cambodia handily
(10-2), and finally beat the host, Malaysia, (2-1) during the 60-minute match. Amazingly, the Thai national team never met
defeat!

So, let’s get to know this flashy salvo Thawin Mahajindawongse or “Second”, as he is known, is 13 years of age, and
is currently studying in EP-M. 2/4 at Assumption College with AC ID No. 46001. He is a son of Mr. Virach Mahajindawongse
and Ms. Duangchan Suttharoj. “Second” started playing soccer when he was in the Assumption College Primary Section,
so he has been wearing our colors for a long time.

In addition to his recent records, he previously earned a number of awards such as 7 year-old Excellent Player in the 1
Soccerkids Cup - he was a salvo of 8 year-olds in the 2" Soccerkids Cup. In addition, he was also a man of the match in the
Family Soccer Cup. At this result, he qualified to join the National team (12-year old series) in the Tournament of Asian Youth
Football 2010 (Asean Cup) which was held in Thailand last year.

Moreover, he was one of the 13 year-old players for the AFC U13 Football Festival 2010, and he made 2 goals. With his
outstanding technique and performance, he was chosen to join the All Star team, competing with the youth team in Sabah,
Malaysia.

With his flashy performance, our salvo “Second” brought home the triumph as he splendidly scored a goal for the All
Star team and ended up with a final score of 1-0! He gladly stated to AC friends that “The person who really wants to
participate with the national team must have diligence, courage, and must schedule his practice and study carefully and then

his goal will be right in front of him.”
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Teachers’ Impression from Adelaide

Ms. Nisarat Kongsawat and Ms. Benjamas Supabunnapong

It was a great chance for us to visit Adelaide, South Australia for one month
to participate in the Work Shadowing Program. We both stayed with the
Hopwood family, Dedith and Brian's family were wonderful hosts. They made us
feel like we were a part of their family, we felt like we were at home. They took us
sightseeing around in the city and surrounding areas. Some of our highlights were

the Barrosa Valley, Port Adelaide, Thomson Beach and Glenelg.

We have learned a lot by observing and meeting with the leadership teams. We shared ideas about

curriculum design, assessment, organization

and administration. We look forward to utilising all the teaching

methods and strategies that we learned on our trip to fulfill our schools potential.

¥ Ms. Ratana Rasmimariya

| was impressed with all the friendships formed between
the colleagues and the school boards. | also had an opportunity
to develop my language skills when | was in Australia for one
month.
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THE EXPERIENCE FROM

the Japan Second Language
Association (J-SLAJY

During June 9" -

15" 2011, | have an opportunity to visit Japan to attend a conference and

present my paper at the Japan Second Language Association (J-SLA) Conference 2011 at Bunkyo
University in Koshigaya City, Saitama Prefecture, Japan with my former advisor, Associate Professor
Dr. Pornsiri Singhapreecha. The topic of the paper presented is “The Acquisition of English
Complements and Adjuncts by Thai Learners”, which is the abstract adapted from my own
independent study (IS) completed during the time when | furthered my Master’s Degree at Thammasat

University from 2008 to 2009.

Without the students at Assumption College, | would
not have completed this study and become one of the
presenters in this conference because initially, my study
was designed and conducted so as to help the students
here in terms of writing skills. After teaching writing courses
for many years before | furthered my study at Thammasat,
| noticed that a lot of sentences written by the majority of
our students contained no objects in both declaratives and
interrogatives. Instead, the optional adjunct appeared in the
position of the obligatory complement in most of their
sentences. According to this phenomena, I, under the
supervision of my former adviser, decided to investigate
their acquisition of the English phrase structures by
assessing their accuracy in judging complements vs.
adjuncts in declaratives and interrogatives.

According to the observations, we agreed that the
students’ inability to produce grammatically correct
sentences came from certain differences between Thai and
English. The first difference involves Thai students’
allowance of null subjects and objects, especially when the
subject and object can be identified in a given context, and
the second difference involves the different ways Thai and
English form Yes/No Questions. Unlike English Yes/No
Questions, which are formed by inversion of a subject and
an auxiliary, Thai forms Yes/No questions with question
particles.

The study was then conducted with the students at
Assumption College, and the suggestions from the study
were applied in the English classroom there as well.

However, we decided that this study is interesting and



should be introduced to other teachers to help the students in
the ESL and EFL classroom. Last year, we found out about the
conference organized by the Japan Second Language
Association. It has been held annually since the establishment
of the association on March 24, 2001. Therefore, my former
advisor and | decided to rewrite the abstract of my research
and send our paper to the J-SLA organizers. The presentations
were divided into three categories: student workshops, poster
presentations and oral presentations. The student workshops
were divided into three sections, and in each section, three
papers were presented in three different rooms at the same
time. As for the poster presentations, six posters were
presented in one room, and each presenter answered questions
when asked. For the oral presentations, each speaker was
allotted 30 minutes to present his or her paper and 15 minutes
to answer questions raised by the audience.

To be accepted as a speaker or a presenter in this
conference, one had to send two versions of one’s papers: the
short version consisting of not more than 100 words, and the
full version. More than one hundred papers were sent, and only
nine papers were accepted to be orally presented in the main

room of the conference, and our paper was one of them.



EP uantal
Mr. Kevin Spiteri

EP STUDENTS WORK

Recently, Grade 6 EP students learned about Solid Shapes and Nets in Mathematics. The
students were assigned a project in which they had to choose a solid shape, draw the shape and
create a net that when folded would form the shape. Students also had to make a poster of their
shape which identified the number of faces, edges and vertices in the shape and give a real life
example of where the shape can be found.
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My American’s
Experience

Everybody has dreams. Some dreams are big and some dreams are small. One
of my big dreams was to study abroad. Last year, | had an opportunity to be an
exchange student to America which is the “freedom” country for 10 months. | had
experienced a lot of new things that | couldn’t do in Thailand and | also had a life
lesson which | will never forget for the rest of my life.

During the time | was there, | had learned a lot of new ways of living and learned to survive using my tiny bit of
English skill since the first day | was there. When | was in Thailand | thought that | was a good English speaker but when
| was in America | had realized that my English skills, that | had learn in my Thai school, weren’t enough to survive a single
day in America because of my accent and their accent which is a different kind of accents such as Texas, Mexican and
African accents but luckily, my host family which is family that | live with help me through this conflict. | also learned to live
by myself because my host family wasn’t there for me all the time like my real family, | had to learn to do something’s
by myself such as laundry, cooking and cleaning. It was really
hard at first few months but | was getting better after
a while. | met a lot of new friends who have different race and
culture over there too. Most of them are nice and friendly;
| had a lot of fun hanging out with them. Now a days, | still
really miss the time | spent with them and luckily, Facebook
helps us keep in touch.

My American experience might not be perfect and as easy
as | thought because | encountered a lot of conflict through 10
months but in the bright side | learned to survive and adapt to
an environment no matter how hard it is and develop a bound of
friendship that would never broken! | have to say that this is one
of the amazing experience of my life so far!

Finally, | thank very much to my Mom and Dad, who give
me the opportunity for becoming an exchanged student in
Texas, USA.
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Start each day afresh

Every dawn brings unlimited possibilities.

It brings new challenges.

It opens new hope.

Don't be shackled by yesterday. I
Look ahead with optimism.

Create your future afresh each day.
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